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Ask the Right Questiohis' ™ 


DURHAM, N. c 

To try to help people to meet Jesus Christ is not one of the 
most effective methods of evangelism. But to get people to 
commit themselves to courses of action, to ways of life, where 
they will find their own resources insufficient, is one of the 
most effective. . . . Until we can help people to live the kind 
of life which they cannot live on their own resources, they will 
never find Christ. And neither will we. For many of us Christ 
is an extra because, for the kind of life we are living, for the 
kind of responsibility we are carrying, we do really need him. 
... § We often talk about Jesus Christ as the answer to human 
problems. Jesus Christ is not the answer to our problems; he is 
the answer to the problems he raises in our lives. Jesus is not the 
answer to the questions which the Hindu asks; he is the answer 
to the questions which the Hindu ought to ask. Jesus must first 
make men ask the right questions before he becomes for them 
the answer. Again and again in our evangelistic work we shall 
discover that the problems of many people are not the problems 
Jesus came to answer. But he does raise certain questions, and 
when these questions become clamorous in the life of a person 
or of a group, they will find Jesus the only satisfying answer. 
That is what missions are about, missions, not the mission. 
Missions are about this business of meeting people in such a 
way as to involve them in the kind of life within which the 
questions can be raised for which Jesus Christ is the answer. 


—D. T. NILES in an article, ’“The Triune God, 
Mission and Unity,’’ in The Student World. 
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After Space Probes: Worship or Worry? 





What Is important? 


When Alan Shepherd, Jr., was cata- 
Ppulted into space, we were also blasted 
into a new and exciting world. Such 
flights give us cause to worry. We are 
concerned about the safety of the astro- 
nauts, and the advanced power that Rus- 
sia has to deal us a deadly blow. We 
worry about the tremendous cost in money 
and men demanded by Mars. 

Fortunately, such space probes give us 
more reason to worship than to worry. 
We have discovered a little more of the 
universe and find again that the heavens 
are telling the Glory of God. In all the 
vastness, with the planets whirling around 
at tremendous speeds, with each of the 
stars in its place, we find no chaos. Noth- 
ing is haphazard or capricious. The 
orderliness of the universe is the supreme 
discovery of science. 

This worship, which displaces our wor- 
ry, must be followed by work. The new 
knowledge of space and the greater ad- 
miration of God reminds us that we are 
stewards. God has made us co-rulers 
with him. God has entrusted us with tre- 
mendous powers. As citizens, we must also 
work for the security of our nation. But 
this is not our greatest work. Wouldn’t 
it be better to give the world a cure for 
cancer than a capsule for a flight to the 
moon? It is more important that we 
conquer the space between a husband 
and his estranged wife than that we con- 
quer the space between this earth and 
the moon. The spiritual lag is of greater 
concern than the missile lag, for we live 
as spiritual pygmies in a land of scientific 
giants and act like little boys who say, 
“My father is bigger than your father 
and he can lick your dad.” 

As Christians we should realize our 
responsibility to send the gospel around 
the world rather than an astronaut around 
the globe. We should work harder to put 
love into the hearts of men than to put 
a man at the heart of the moon. 

The first manned space flights are an 
occasion for parading, but much more a 
time for praying. Thus we can overcome 
our worry with our worship and our 
work. 

JoHn McCreicur. 
Walton, New York. 


Record Available 


The Columbia Theological Seminary 
Choir has released a Long Playing rec- 
ord of sacred music heard by many on its 
tours throughout the Southeast. Included 
on the disc are: 

“My Chosen King Is Christ the Lord” 
—J. S. Bach 

“To Thee We Sing’”—arr. Peter Tkach 

“Praise Ye, Praise Ye the Lord’— 
Leonard Blanton 

“Sanctus”—Charles Gounod 

“Let Thy Holy Presence’—P. Tsches- 
nokoff—arr. Ehret 

“Mary Had a 
Dawson 

“Zion Hears the Watchman Singing”— 
Dietrich Buxtehude 

“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”— 
Frederick C. Maker 

“King Jesus Is A-Listening—arr. Wil- 
liam Dawson 

“Thanks Be to Thee”’—from Israel in 
Egypt—George Frederick Handel 


Baby”—arr. William 
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“Hallelujah, Amen”—from Judas Mac- 
cabaeus—George Frederick Handel 

“O Lord, Increase My Faith’—Orlando 
Gibbons 

“With a Voice of Singing’”—Martin 
Shaw 

The recording was produced by the 
Protestant Radio and Television Center, 
and is available from the seminary, post- 
paid, at $3.98. 

HUBERT VANCE TAYLOR. 

Decatur, Ga. 


Physician’s Opportunity 

Dr. John L. Tester, superintendent of 
Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society 
Hospital in Nazareth, Israel, writes me as 
follows: “We shall be needing locums 
during the summer months for the next 
few years! We have a wealth of interest- 
ing clinical material here and I would be 
very pleased to let any young doctor have 
details. - Pay is not up to AMA 
standards but there are other compensa- 
tions!” 

It would seem to me that this would 
offer some young Christian physician a 
wonderful opportunity to heal the sick 
and to do it where our Saviour lived. 

HARRISON RAY ANDERSON. 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, 
Chicago, Illinois. 





Brief Statement Notice 


Suggestions for the consideration 
of the Presbyterian, U. S., Commit- 
tee on the Preparation of a Brief 
Statement of Belief are to be in the 
hands of the chairman, Charles L. 
King, 5300 S. Main St., Houston 4, 
Texas, by Nov. 15. Church courts 
and individuals are encouraged to 
submit their suggestions by that 
time, since the committee must meet 
immediately after Thanksgiving and 
will not meet later. 





Virginia, 








MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


DEGREE 

Charles L. Moffatt, Jr., First church, 
Gallatin, Tenn., received his Ph.D., degree 
in absentia from Edinburgh University 
last month. His subject was, “James Hog 
of Carnock (1658-1734): Leader in the 
Evangelical Party in Early 18th Century 
Scotland.” 
MARRIED 

Joe W. Sandifer, Blackstone, Va., pas- 
tor, and Katheryn M. Hooks were married 
in Kenly, N. C., June 24. 


RETURN 

James L. Price who spent last year in 
sabbatical study in Zurich, Switzerland, 
has returned to his duties as chairman 
of the department of religion at Duke 
University. 


DCEs 

Dora Lee Wiley, formerly director of 
Christian education at Steele Creek 
church, Charlotte, N. C., is joining the 
staff of the Williamsburg, Va., church. 








Betty Bon Grossman, Corsicana, Tex- 
as, will become director of Christian edu. 
cation in the Bellaire, Texas, church, 
Sept. 1. 

Jacqueline Speigner, former teacher ip 
the Central School, Lubondai, Congo, hag 
been named director of Christian educa- 
tion in the First church, Montgomery, 
Ala. 


JAPAN ASSIGNMENT 

John W. Melton of the First church, 
Baton Rouge, La., has been leading a 
citywide evangelistic crusade in Toyoha- 
shi, Japan, later in Gifu and elsewhere, 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 
RETURNING TO JAPAN: The Lyle W, 
Petersons, after a year in Richmond, Va, 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 














NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


AUGUST, 1961 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.) Come, Ye Peo- 
ple, Rise and Sing. Boundless Mercy, 
Hymnbook 39. 

August Emphasis (U.S.) Evangelism. 
Aug. 7-11, Midwest Conf., Commission on 
Missionary Education, Evanston, Ill. 
Aug. 7-11, World Presbyterian Alliance 
Executive Committee, Leyden, Holland. 
Aug. 9-12, Pa. Training Conf., UCYM, 

Elizabethtown. 
Aug. 10-23, Montreat, N. C., Bible Confer- 
ence. 

Aug. 12-19, N’eastern Training Conf. 
UCYM, Lake Winnipesaukee, N. H. 
Aug. 13-18, Natl. Conf., Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (2nd section), Estes 

Park, Colo. 
Aug. 14-28, Massanetta Springs, Va., Bible 
Conference. 


Aug. 16-24, N. Amer. Ecumenical Youth 
Assembly, UCYM, WCC, WCCE and 
Canadian Council of Churches, Ann 


Arbor, Mich. 

Aug. 20-25, Chautauqua, N. Y., Conf., on 
the Christian World Mission. 

Aug. 23-26, General Council, UCYM, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 

Aug. 23-28, Pacific N. W., Intl. Mission 
Conf., Commission on Missionary Ed- 
ucation, Vancouver, B. C. 

Aug. 24-29, European Area Council, World 
Presbyterian Alliance, Zurich, Switzer- 
land. 

Aug. 26-Sept. 2, Chesapeake Training 
Conf., UCYM, Lewes, Del. 

Aug. 27-Sept. 2, S. Central Training Conf, 
UCYM, Kingston Springs, Tenn. 

Aug. 27-Sept. 2, Indiana Training Conf. 
UCYM, Syracuse. 

Aug. 31-Sept. 6, Ecumenical Institute on 
Stewardship, WCC Division of Life and 
Work, Bossey, Switzerland. 


SEPTEMBER, 1961 
Hymn-of-the-Month (17.S.), Rise Up, 0 
Men of God, by William P. Merrill 
(1911). Festal Song. Hymnbook 352. 
September Emphasis (U.S.), Christian 
Teaching. 
Sept. 3, Labor Sunday. 
Sept. 10, Lord’s Day Observance (U.S.). 
Sept. 24, Rally Day (1. S.); Christian Ed- 
ucation Sunday (UPUSA). 
Sept. 24-Oct. 1, Christian Education Week, 
NCC. 


Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 


Telephone 





MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








e EDINBURGH PRESBYTERY has voted 
(90-79) against having the moderator 
of the Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land pay a courtesy call on the Pope 
when he visits Rome early next year... . 
e In INDONESIA a new law will be 
drafted shortly making it a crime to take 
actions aimed at undermining religion. 
The constitution provides freedom of re- 
ligion, but one government official de- 
clared this does not provide freedom to 
act against religion. ... e La Luce, of- 
ficial publication of the Italian Walden- 
sian church, has charged that nuns in 
Italian hospitals baptize infants into the 
Catholic church without parental approv- 
al... . @ THE NATIONAL Catholic Con- 
ference for Inter-Racial Justice has called 
for more opportunities for Catholic Afri- 
cans to study in Catholic colleges and 
universities. Of 1,800 African students 
in the U. S. last year only 86 attended 
Catholic colleges... . @e A TOTAL MEM- 
BERSHIP of 8,456,863 for 1960 is re- 
ported by Lutheran churches in North 
America, representing a gain of 143,015 
members, or 1.7% over the previous year. 
... @ From Irs triennial meeting in 
Estes Park, Colo., the 1,500-member Na- 
tional Fellowship of Indian Workers sent 
a message to President Kennedy pledging 
“its best efforts in the years ahead” to 
support the new Administration’s plans 
to better the lives of Indian Americans. 

. e Nor EnovucH Atlanta, Ga., min- 
isters are forcefully preaching peaceful 
school desegregation, according to The 
Christian Index, official publication of 
the Georgia Baptist Convention. “Si- 
lence,”’ it said, “stimulates the rabble.” 

. © A “PICKET AND PRAY” movement 
to protest “official policies” of churches 
against Negro membership will be 
launched in Oklahoma City in September, 
according to Dr. Donald Yates, a white 
physician, who is a Disciples of Christ 
minister, resident physician at a Veterans 
Administration hospital. . . . e NorTH 
Carottna’s 15,000 churches and all non- 
profit and charitable institutions have 
been officially informed that they must 
begin paying the state 3% sales tax. 
Year-end refunds may be collected if 
churches can prove that the items pur- 
chased were for institutions and not for 
the personal use of employees. . .. @ 
CHURCH CONSTRUCTION in the U-S.A. 
totaled $84 million in June, equaling a 
record for the month established last year. 


Church and Mission 
Unite in Venezuela 


CaRACUS, VENEZUELA (RNS)—Presby- 
terian work in Venezuela was formally 
integrated here in an historic ceremony 
dissolving the United Presbyterian, USA, 
Mission in the country and fusing its 
life within the framework of the Presby- 
terian Church of Venezuela. 

Former members of the Mission now 
are fraternal workers and serve under the 
immediate direction of the Presbytery of 
Venezuela. 

The Presbyterian Church of Venezuela 
is an outgrowth of Presbyterian mission- 
ary activities in the country beginning 
in 1897. There are some 750 communi- 
cant members in eight organized church- 
es and some mission outposts. 

Attending the ceremonies here was a 
delegation from the United Presbyterian 
Church’s Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations. The delegates 
included Donald Black, associate gen- 
eral secretary, John H. Sinclair, secre- 
tary for Latin America, and Mrs. Walter 
R. Clyde, a commission member from 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


CUMBERLANDS CONSIDER 
SEMINARY RE-LOCATION 


At its recent meeting in Florence, Ala., 
the Cumberland Presbyterian General 
Assembly, looking at possible re-location 
of its theological seminary, and urged 
strongly to consider Nashville, Tenn., 
authorized the seminary’s trustees to give 
“due consideration to McKenzie, Tenn., 


and every possible urban area.” The 
Assembly also: 
—Instituted a counseling program 


whereby all candidates for the ministry 
will be given “specified intelligence, ap- 
titude and personality inventories to as- 
sist in determining their capabilities as 
ministers in the church”; 

—Declined an invitation from the UP- 
USA church to enter into negotiations 
looking toward possible organic union, 
stating, “We believe that a present in- 
volvement to consider organic union 
would be inadvisable’; 

—Elected Ollie McClung, a Birming- 
ham, Ala., elder and restaurant operator, 
as moderator. 





So far this year, $488 million. The re- 
vised record for 1960: $1,013,000,000 
($44 million less than reported). 


WCC LAUNCHES SASP FOR 
UNDERDEVELOPED LANDS 


GENEVA, (RNS)—A new program to 
make the churches’ ministry to human 
needs in underdeveloped countries more 
effective—known as Specialized As- 
sistance for Social Projects (SASP)— 
was announced by the World Council of 
Churches here. 

The project will make available techni- 
cally skilled personnel to churches in 
needy areas to help them “think freshly 
about ways of using their existing re- 
sources more effectively” in meeting the 
demands of new situations. 

Major emphasis will be on leadership 
training and development, as an existing 
resource still untapped in many emerging 
nations is youth, the WCC said. At the 
same time there will be pioneer “demon- 
stration projects,” new projects in agri- 
culture, small industries and similar 
programs. 


Ban Sought on Tax Funds 
For Religion Studies 


WasuincTon, D. C. (RNs) — The 
House Committee on Education and La- 
bor, in response to criticism of fellowship 
grants that have been made under the 
National Defense Education Act for the 
study of theology and religious subjects, 
has adopted an amendment to ban such 
grants to ministers of religion or those 
preparing to teach religious subjects. 

The amendment would clearly ban 
further grants to such institutions as 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
where five clergymen are now being sup- 
ported by government grants on programs 
leading to the degree of Doctor of The- 
ology. 


24 Young People on 
Summer Exchange Visit 


New York (RNS) — Twenty-four 
young people, officially representing the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, are 
participating in a six-week exchange 
program with Presbyterian young people 
in the British Isles. 

Earlier, the young Americans were 
commissioned at a special service held at 
the Interchurch Center here. They had 
been oriented for the exchange program 
by staff members of the church’s Office 
of Youth Relations of the Commission 
on Ecumenical Mission and Relations. 

Their visit to Great Britain follows an 
invitation given in 1960 by the General 








Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church 
of England, Scotland and Ireland for an 
official youth team to be sent to the 
British Isles in order to bring about 
closer ecumenical relationships between 
Presbyterian youth in the U.S. and Bri- 
tain. 

The U.S. group is returning a visit 
last summer of a group of British Pres- 
byterian young people to America. The 
program is expected to be an annual event 
with another group of British young peo- 
ple coming to this country next summer, 
and an American group going to Britain 
in 1963. 

The Americans are scheduled to make 
one-week official visits to the three host 
churches for youth encounter programs. 
They also participated in the All-English 
Presbyterian Youth Conference, near 
Rugby, and will spend one week at the 
Iona Community in Scotland, founded 
in 1938 by George F. MacLeod as a 
laboratory of Christian living. 

Accompanying the American group are 
two Presbyterian ministers, Robert C. 
Holland, of Newark, Ohio, and Lam- 
drum Shields of Indianapolis, Ind. 


North Richmond Site 
Chosen by C.E. Board 


A Westwood Avenue location on land 
belonging to Union Theological Seminary 
and across the street from the Presbyte- 
rian School of Christian Education has 
been designated as the site for the head- 
quarters building for the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Board of Christian Education in 
Richmond. The board will take a long- 
term lease on the property. 

“Actual construction of the building,” 
according to Executive Secretary Mar- 
shall C. Dendy, “will depend upon re- 
ceipts from the 1963 Presbyterian capital 
funds campaign. When sufficient funds 
are in hand we will be ready to proceed 
with our plans.” 


lowa Synod Condemns 
‘Apathy’ Toward Injustices 


Ames, IowA (RNS)—TIowa’s Presbyte- 
rians unanimously approved here a reso- 
lution condemning “our apathy” on the 
problems of segregation and discrimina- 
tion in excluding Negroes, Indians and 
foreign nationals “from our society, our 
churches and our lives.” 

The resolution was endorsed at the 
111th annual meeting of the Synod of 
Iowa, the United Presbyterian Church, 
USA. 

Delegates also approved a statement 
which encouraged churches “to continue 
in prayer for and study of the people 
of China and our relationship to them, 
seeking God’s guidance.” An amend- 
ment that would have stated the synod 
was “not in sympathy” with admission 
of Communist China to the United Na- 
tions was ruled out of order. 


4 


The resolution on racial concerns said 
in part: 


“We who have contributed so 
greatly to the problems of integration 
and segregation by our apathy, our selfish- 
ness and our lack of concern for the 
plight of Negroes, Indians and foreign 
nationals in America, in indifferently and 
intentionally excluding such persons from 
our society, our churches and our lives... 

“We do humbly pray for forgiveness 

. and each having examined his own 
position on this matter, do earnestly ask 
that we be given grace to recognize our 
brother, our equal, our Christian respon- 
sibility and concern for every person and 
his race.” 


Robert H. French of Des Moines asked 


@ An intelligent Mayor's leadership 


the synod to conduct a study of “the 
relationship between members living on 
the farms and the churches in the sub- 
urbs, and particularly in the county seat 
towns.” He said it is necessary to 
“strengthen existing churches and con- 
serve resources of men and money.” 
* * 

New College is to be the name of the 
Congregational Christian institution to 
be opened in Sarasota, Florida, in Sep- 
tember, 1963. George F. Baughman, 
formerly of New York University, is the 
president. The college will be developed 
around the sprawling 21-acre Charles 
Ringling estate. 


FOR GOOD COMMUNITY RELATIONS 


Mayor Stanley R. Brookshire of Charlotte, N. C., has issued this 
statement in connection with his appointment of 30 members of a 
Community Relations Committee, headed by John R. Cunningham, 
former Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly’s Moderator, now head of the 
Presbyterian Foundation. Dr. Cunningham was chairman of a similar 


temporary committee 

N THE BEST INTERESTS of our 

city now and in the future, as well as 
in our concern for what is fair and just, 
we want to initiate practical planning 
for building the highest possible citizen- 
ship in Charlotte through good commu- 
nity relations and by positive action. 

This effort springs not from lofty ideal- 
ism, but from the conviction that people 
really make a city, and not streets and 
buildings alone. 

That people are our most important 
asset in Charlotte is a statement that will 
probably go unchallenged. In truth, how- 
ever, the statement needs to be qualified. 

In this or any other community some 
persons are liabilities, not necessarily of 
their own choosing, but often by circum- 
stances. The necessity for law enforce- 
ment agencies bears testimony to this fact. 
Circumstances and conditions in which 
people live and work affect their outlook, 
their attitude and their willingness to 
cooperate in efforts for the common good. 


Five Factors 

Factors which have a direct bearing 
on citizenship are housing, health, educa- 
tion, economic opportunities and recrea- 
tion. 

These things affect the welfare of our 
citizens and are important to them and 
to the entire community. The presence 
of these factors, by degree, largely de- 
termine the type of citizenship in this or 
any other community. 

Problems related to these factors are 
compounded, here as elsewhere, by appre- 
hensions, misunderstandings, prejudices 
and sometimes ill will between races. 
Counteractants are, of course, mutual re- 
spect, regard for individual worth, un- 
derstanding and goodwill. 

Much progress has been made locally 
in race relations. There is, however, a 


in Charlotte last year. 

growing impatience among our Negro 
citizens to have equal consideration faster 
than our pattern of progress has per- 
mitted in the past. 

Evidence of unrest and impatience is 
to be found in the demonstrations of our 
young people here as well as elsewhere. 
Be it said to their credit, the demonstra- 
tions here have been peaceful. Without 
condemning motivations, it is logical to 
question the methods on the grounds that 
demonstrations, although non-violent, do 
set up tensions and create ill will which 
retard progress. 

I believe the cause of demonstrations 
and, to a large extent, latent frictions 
can be removed by a positive and con- 
structive program to raise the standard 
of responsible and self-respecting citizen- 
ship in our community. To do this is 
more important, I think, than merely to 
direct efforts at amelioration of feelings 
and conciliation of attitudes after crises 
have been allowed to develop. 


Bi-Racial Group 


To this end I am naming a Commu- 
nity Relations Committee which in com- 
position will be bi-racial. It will be 
composed of leaders who will command 
the respect and goodwill of the com- 
munity. The men and women on this 
committee have demonstrated their ability 
and dedication in community service. 

I shall ask this committee to give pri- 
mary concern and study to the areas of 
decent housing, adequate health facilities, 
education, economic opportunities and 
recreation for all our citizenship. I shall 
also ask the committee to suggest ways 
of implementing any recommendations 
which it may make, believing that this 
community has the resources for meeting 
our problems and building better citizen- 
ship, and in consequence a better city. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


LABC 


N 

tio 
greeti 
to we 
tional 
of th 
retire 
go to 
the t 
tional 
scale 
unem 
ing te 


"Of 
Cl 
Au 
mach 
tiply 
oppo 
conce 
tion : 
jobs, 
quen' 
and 
perm 
W 
have 
meth 
abili 
finan 
searc 
the s 
chine 


The 
H 
duce: 
tion 
hum 
empl 
tion: 


fro 
pe 
wh 
ob] 
to 


It 
arc 








AUC 


“the 
ng on 
> sub- 
y seat 
iry to 
1 con- 


of the 
ion to 
1 Sep- 
hman, 
is the 
eloped 


‘harles 


iS 
this 
fa 
um, 
the 
ilar 


Negro 
. faster 
iS per- 


ence is 
of our 
where. 
onstra- 
Vithout 
rical to 
ds that 
ent, do 
which 


trations 
rictions 
1d con- 
andard 
citizen- 
this is 
erely to 
feelings 
Tr crises 


~ommu- 
in com- 
will be 
ymmand 
1e come 
on this 
r ability 
vice. 
rive pri- 
areas of 
acilities, 
ies and 
T shall 
st ways 
ndations 
that this 
meeting 
- citizen- 
city. 
UTLOOK 





LABOR SUNDAY MESSAGE, 1961 


Automation 


Requested to be read in the churches on Labor Sunday, September 3, 
or at another suitable time, this message has been approved by the 
executive board of the Division of Christian Life and Work of the 


National Council of Churches and 
the Church and 


N THIS Labor Day season the Na- 

tional Council of Churches extends its 
greetings to all people who work or want 
to work, to those now entering our na- 
tional work force, to those in the prime 
of their work life, and to those nearing 
retirement. Especially does this message 
go to those who are unemployed or under 
the threat of unemployment. The Na- 
tional Council has long held that large- 
scale unemployment or long-continued 
unemployment for persons able and will- 
ing to work is intolerable. 


“Of Critical Concern to the 

Churches” 

Automation—the invention and use of 
machines that reduce drudgery and mul- 
tiply production—has not only increased 
opportunities but created problems that 
concern us all. In the long run automa- 
tion may not reduce the total number of 
jobs, but its immediate effects are fre- 
quently felt in the dislocation of workers 
and for some of these the result may be 
permanent idleness. 

We recognize the genius of those who 
have contrived the new machines and 
methods. We also recognize the foresight, 
ability, and patience of those who have 
financed and managed the required re- 
search and experimentation, as well as 
the skills of workers who build the ma- 
chines and operate the processes. 


The Problem 

However, goods are increasingly pro- 
duced with less work, and these produc- 
tion methods displace many workers. In 
humerous instances government projects 
employing many people are halted as na- 
tional programs are changed. Thus, in 





issued through its Department of 
Economic Life. 


our vastly complex industrial order the 
capacity of consumers to buy the goods 
of our industry is of critical importance. 
Attempts to maintain the purchasing pow- 
er of workers are seen in the efforts of 
unions, companies, and community agen- 
cies to keep people employed, sometimes 
whether needed or not. 

But maintenance of an adequate level 
of demand for goods and services to keep 
our entire work force employed is not a 
problem which either employers or unions 
can solve alone. This task involves fiscal 
and monetary polices and other economic 
measures. Only in a context of full em- 
ployment can the problems created by 
automation be adequately met. 


Demands upon Christians 


Our Christian faith makes powerful 
demands upon us in this situation. In 
the increased capacity of our factories 
and our farms we have the opportunity 
to bring the comforts of health and de- 
cent living standards to untold millions 
of people both at home and abroad. As 
long as people anywhere are in need, our 
responsibility as Christians is to seek 
effective means of making resources avail- 
able to meet that need. 

The distribution of our potential 
abundance to those in need within and 
beyond our borders will require bold new 
thought and action. Christian compas- 
sion and conviction have often shown the 
way to turn walls into doors. Christians 
can work in their private capacities, in 
their organizations, and through their 
governments to see that the needy are no 
longer in privation and want. 

Full employment within our new tech- 
nology is an ethical imperative. To 





perhaps not previously faced by men. 


midst of these changes ?”” 





“What would God have us do—?” 


“Our present time is clearly one of rapid economic change, and, as such, con- 
fronts us with both opportunities and problems of a magnitude and importance 


“The church affirms the sovereignity of God and the Lordship of Christ over 
what now is and over what will emerge out of present trends. Hence it is the 
obligation of the church to discover and declare the relevance of what is eternal 
to what is changing in economic life; to what is fact of today and expectation 
of tomorrow. This calls for discerning the nature and direction of emerging issues. 
It calls for searching questions about economic life that rise out of the over- 
arching question: What would God have us, as a nation and people, do in the 


—From the catu to the Fourth National Study Conference on 
the Church and Economic Life to be held in November 1962. 





PRAYERS FOR THE DAY 


For Workers 


O Son of God who was pleased thy- 
self to be reckoned among the crafts- 
men, bless all who labor, that the 
things which they make may be a 
pleasure to make and a pleasure to 
use. Enable all craftsmen to rejoice in 
good work well done. And for those 
whose work is mechanical and weari- 
some, grant them the right use of lei- 
sure that they may learn to enjoy and 
to admire rightly the wonderful works 
of thy hand and the works of the skill 
of thy children, for thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 


For the Unemployed 


O Lord our Father, we commend to 
thy protecting care and compassion the 
men and women suffering distress and 
anxiety through lack of work. Support 
and strengthen them, we beseech thee, 
and so prosper the counsels of those 
engaged in the ordering of industrial 
life that thy people may be set free 
from want and fear, and may be en- 
abled to labor in security for the relief 
of their necessities and for the well- 
being of our nation and its people for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

—Adapted from the Labor Day 
Bulletin, the Church of England 
in Canada, 1937 
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achieve it will require the best creative 
thinking and action on the part of every- 
one, including labor, management, agri- 
culture, government, and the Christian 
churches. Immediately there must be re- 
training and relocation of workers, better 
provisions for retirement and transfers 
of benefits, assistance in difficult psycho- 
logical adjustments. All segments of the 
community must be willing to assume re- 
sponsibility for such programs, even as 
labor must be willing to accept new tech- 
niques. 


Call to Determined Effort 


But the total problem cannot be solved 
by stop-gap measures. Only a positive 
and determined effort for efficient, full 
production and full employment aimed 
at providing decent living conditions the 
world over can do that. To such an effort 
the National Council of Churches calls 
all men and women on this Labor Day. e 


Citizens of Scotland County and Lau- 
rinburg, N. C., have subscribed $404,500 
in a special campaign for St. Andrews 
Presbyterian College, surpassing their 
$400,000 objective. This is part of the 
current $2,250,000 campaign now being 
conducted. The same area pledged 
$3,052,000 in an earlier campaign sev- 
eral years ago. 








Heard at Purdue 


Five thousand UPUSA women met recently 
on the campus of Purdue University in 
their triennial assembly. From the 
addresses heard there these 
quotations are taken. 


Annie R. Jiagge, Circuit 
Ghana, Judicial Circuit 


judge, Accra, 

To refuse the talents of women pre- 
sents to Ghanaians the picture of a man 
with two perfectly good legs who prefers 
to tie one leg to his back and hop on the 
other. 

a a 

Ghana says you cannot deny a person 
the education and training that make a 
man what he is and then turn around 
and declare yourself superior because he 
cannot do what you can do. 


T. Paul Verghese of India 


The church will have to learn from 
the Freedom Riders. For the church must 
go into areas where the demonic powers 
are supreme, and must suffer. 


Richard W. Boone, Consultant on juvenile 

delinquency to the Ford Foundation 

. . . The real danger lies not in ag- 
gressive, predatory activity by gangs of 
adolescents. The real danger is that, as 
these youths grow into adults and mar- 
ginal social adjustments, they may well 
represent fodder for kinds of political 
and social demagoguery not in the best 
interests of a country claiming a demo- 
cratic tradition. 


Robert Lee, Professor-elect of Church and 
Society and Director of the Institute of 
Ethics and Society, San Francisco Sem- 
inary 
The paradox of our times is best sym- 

bolized by the astronaut and the turtle. 

Man’s conquest of outer space marks our 

scientific advance which seemingly knows 

no end. The turtle plodding along on 
the ground is symbolic of our progress in 
human and moral affairs. 

a 


To argue that you should be concerned 
because the juvenile delinquent may be 
your own child may have a certain emo- 
tional appeal. But it is like the safe driv- 
ing slogan: “Drive carefully—the life 
you save may be your own,” which is 
the height of egocentricity. It avoids the 
crucial issue of our being our brothers 
keeper, our sharing the guilt for the de- 
struction wrought in the lives of children, 
even when they are in the process of 
destroying. 

The church has ultimate concern for 
everything that warps human life, ham- 
pers and cripples God’s children, and 
robs men of the capacity for self-trans- 
cendence. We dare not neglect this prob- 
lem of delinquency as a Christian com- 
munity. To do so is to pass by on the 
other side of the road, while many lie 
crippled and without hope. 





Arnold B. Come, San Francisco Seminary 
professor 

We must change radically the forms 
of the church, and do away with the 
division between clergy and laity. If the 
church is to fulfill its mission in the 
world today it must cease thinking of 
one group as clergy and another as laity. 

The distinction is becoming meaning- 
less because more and more of the 
church’s work is being done by more and 
more people. 

The minister fills only one function 
among many functions in the church’s 
ministry. . . . He has no distinction of 
person or dignity. . . . The distinction 
between clergy and laity needs to be set 
aside. It is not only meaningless, but 
downright destructive. 


James H. Robinson, Director of Operation 

Crossroads-Africa 

What happens if these students (from 
overseas) are hurt, denied, mistreated, 
left hungry or jobless? . . . Provide jobs 
for them, invite them to go on vacation 
trips with your family, and to live in 
your home and be a friend. By far the 
most significant thing that can happen 


AS THE EXECUTIVES SEE IT 


to a visitor to our country is not what 
happens in a college, but in our com- 
munities. 


William B. Morrison, General Secretary, UP. 
USA Board of Christian Education 
Don’t mistake church-sponsored activ- 

itv for Christian action. The real work 
of the church, as distinguished from its 
intra-mural church work, should be car- 
ried on in the corporate life of the 
community. 


Arthur R. McKay, 
Seminary 


President, McCormick 

What if the men and women who con- 
fess the Lordship of Christ should begin 
to act as though their loyalty to him was 
above every other allegiance? Would not 
the very foundations be shaken in a so 
ciety that puts success above principle, 
prestige before integrity, payola ahead of 
sacrifice? 

The church has no special competence 
in politics or economics or world affairs 
per se, save as the insights of Christian 
faith are hammered out in the market 
place and in the public forum in conver- 


RENEWAL FROM WITHIN 


By E. A. (Andy) 


HE AWAKENING of the laity in 

churches around the world is a sig- 
nificant thing. Its impact will be meas- 
ured to a great extent by the manner in 
which the churches recognize, respond to, 
and plan for new needs which, pointed 
up, become evident 
in such an awaken- 
ing. 

The floodwaters 
of independent 
non-denomination- 
al lay movements 
have spilled over 
the banks of tradi- 
tion to the extent 

eS of attracting great 
Mr. Andrews numbers of adults 
away from denominational efforts. Lay 
training centers, institutes, retreat houses, 
and academies are springing up through- 
out our country. It is a repeat perform- 
ance of Europe’s condition without the 
causes. With more than fifty centers now 
in America, the probability is that a thou- 
sand or more will develop in the United 
States and Canada within two years— 
their purpose, “renewal of the church.” 
This is not taking into account the rap- 
idly growing Catholic Manpower Re- 





MR. ANDREWS is secretary of the division 
of men’s work of the Presbyterian, U.S., 
Board of Christian Education, Richmond. He 
spent 1958 on the staff of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches in Geneva where he had 
first-hand experiences with the movement 
discussed here. 


ANDREWS, Jr. 


form. Not all these centers are non- 
church. Many are sponsored by denom- 
inational boards as experiments and con- 
stitute an important work. Practically all 
of them claim they provide what the 
church does not—opportunity for dia- 
logue with the world. Their claim is that 
our organizational machinery prevents 
this contact and that we are too busy 
keeping the machinery oiled. 

Millions of dollars are spent in these 
movements. Their strikingly different 
programs and approaches attract increas- 
ing numbers of churchmen. Laymen re- 
port that these movements help them to 
fulfill their true ministry in the world 
by providing occupational group confer- 
ences and depth study in the faith. This 
indicates to the thinking leadership of our 
church that today’s layman is being con- 
fronted by a new force which guarantees 
a new look at religion as a vital force in 
daily life and work, and he gets this look 
in an atmosphere free from the relentless 
schedule of meetings and things the 
church is doing. In brief, he gets the 
idea that here is an effort to help him 
discover what the church really is. 

Our church must offer opportunities for 
depth study, for dialogue with the world, 
for occupational group conferences as 
well as improved programs in the con- 
ferences for people of all vocations. We 
must continue to meet new opportunities 
with new techniques if we would experi- 
ence the deep satisfaction of renewal 
within. 
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sation and conflict with those who are 
moved by other options and convictions. 

But the church can and should raise 
up men and women who will face the 
moral dilemmas of our time with candor, 
commitment, and intelligence. Let it do 
so, as a matter of life and death. 


SPOTLIGHT 


In their annual birthday gift for a 
church objective, Presbyterian, U.S., wom- 
en contributed $207,898 to the Board of 
World Missions. It will be used for the 
distribution of Christian literature in the 
Congo and for the expansion of the Pres- 
byterian Bible School at Hsinchu, Tai- 
wan. The 1961 gift came within $2,000 
of reaching an all-time record. 

Oklahoma women set a high mark with 
88¢ per capita, with those from the 


LEES-McRAE COLLEGE 
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Dedicated to Christian Education 


Marshall Woodson, President 
Banner Elk, N. C. 





Synod of Appalachia following with 87¢. 
North Carolina’s total was largest: $30,- 
915, with Texas next: $28,378. 





The Presbyterian, U.S., Board of An- 
nuities and Relief has increased benefits 


offered through its Group Major Medical 


Insurance plan. Benefits payable on an 
insured person’s covered medical ex- 
penses, after the deductible requirement 
is satisfied, are now increased from 75% 
to 80%. More than 3,000 active em- 
ployees of the church or their dependents 
are currently enrolled in the plan. 
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A four-year coeducational college of 
liberal arts and sciences on a beautiful 
campus within sight of the Great 
Smokies. Fully accredited, moderate 
cost, with substantial reduction pos- 
sible under nationally-known Student 
Help Program. Related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Majors in Fine Arts, Humanities, 


Address: President Ralph W. Lloyd 
Box C, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 


Fine Arts Center 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE, Founded 1819 
One of America’s Better Small Colleges 


Education, Business Administration, 
Sciences, Pre-professional training for 
law, medicine, ministry, etc. 

Students from 35 states and several 
foreign countries in student body of 
about eight hundred. Intercollegiate 
athletics for all. Conveniently located, 
served by five major airlines. 











Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 


Dormitories. Summer session. 





KING COLLEGE 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business education. 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 145-acre campus. Athletics. 
Board, room, and tuition, $1,247 for 
men, $1,297 for women. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 

R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
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WOMEN should have Wills, too! 













your family . 


cost. 
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Plan a Will that will do the things you want to do... for 
.. and your Church, ... Literature and assist- 
ance regarding bequests or gifts to ANY Presbyterian, U. S. 
agency, institution, or cause is promptly available without 


Write or phone: 

YOUR Presbyterian Foundation, Inc., U. S. 
1004 Wachovia Bank Building 
Charlotte 2, North Carolina 
Telephone: FRanklin 5-6667 
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EDITORIAL 


Church and Salvation 


“*There is no salvation apart from the 
community of God’s people.’. . .” 





x * * 


Comments L. Nelson 
Presbyterian Journal: 


Bell in The 


“The above statement(s) are the pre- 
amble to an article under the Christian 
Faith and Life series in the April-June, 
1961, issue of Crossroads. This is a study 
and program magazine for adults in the 
UPUSA Church.... 

“It is our conviction that the article in 
question advocates a new (and also very 
old) concept of the church, which is essen- 
tially Roman Catholic in its implications. 
Here we have a reversion to Rome in the 
name of a return to a Biblical doctrine of 
the church. ... 

“It is the last statement which really 
shocks: ‘Therefore there is no salvation 
apart from the community of God’s peo- 
ple’. . . This is clear Roman Catholic— 
not Protestant—doctrine. 

“Mindful of the Roman Catholic doc- 
trine that outside the organized body of 
the church there is no salvation, John 
Calvin also said: ‘Outside the church there 
is no salvation.’ But Calvin (and the 
Reformation) redefined in clear terms the 
nature of the church as the invisible body 
of true believers. .. .” 


* * * 
Most of us would doubtless admit that 
it is regrettable that the Crossroads writer 


S 


omitted a key and vital word from what 
is almost a quotation from the Confes- 
sion of Faith dealing with the visible 
church. But in his criticism of the quo- 
tation Dr. Bell is certainly standing on 
marshy ground. This is of particular 
interest in view of his having taken an 
elder’s ordination vow accepting the Con- 
fession of Faith which declares in Chap- 
ter 25, Paragraph 2: 

“Section II1.—The visible church, which 
is also catholic or universal under the 
gospel (not confined to one nation, as 
before, under the law), consists of all 
those throughout the world that profess 
the true religion, together with their chil- 
dren; and is the kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, 
out of which there is no ordinary possi- 
bility of salvation.” (Italics added.) 

This is no modern doctrine (unless 
1643 is modern!), and the criticisms of 
Dr. Bell could be just as easily directed 
here. 

It appears that on this point the Cross- 
roads writer is actually more closely re- 
iated to the Confession of Faith (despite 
his unfortunate omission) than is his 
critic in The Presbyterian Journal. The 
Journal has been raising an insistent 
voice in recent weeks calling for those 
who have assumed Confessional and con- 
stitutional vows to sustain them without 
exception. It abhors the idea that min- 
isters or courts of the church should ex- 
press opinions or take actions which are 
not precisely in line with the Confession 
of Faith or the catechisms! 


IN PASSING 


Editorial Notes 








Intercom (an information service de- 
voted to world affairs education and ac- 
tivity) in its Vol. III, No. 2, features 
“Careers in World Affairs.” It provides 
abundant information from a variety of 
sources. (75¢, Commission on World 
Mission, Box 236, NYC 25.) 

* * x 

STRAWS IN THE WIND? After some 
doubt about continuing a schedule of 
long standing, Atlanta will have the Met- 
ropolitan Opera for a week as usual next 
year, conforming to the Metropolitan’s 
now-enforced requirement of integrated 
audiences. The Junior League will sell 
the tickets. . . . In Dallas a committee of 
civic leaders has been at work for some 
months to help toward a smooth transi- 
tion in school integration and to work for 
good adjustments in other areas. One 
result: By September 1 there will be 
more than 40 restaurants and cafes in the 
downtown area that will serve Negro 
customers. (Later: This began July 27!) 

oe 


Latest publication by the Center for 
the Study of Democratic Institutions, 
Santa Barbara, California: The Bill of 
Rights and the States, William J. Bren- 


nan, Jr., U.S. Supreme Court associate 
justice. Single copies free of charge. 
* * x 

Koinonia Farm, Rt. 2, Americus, Ga., 
compelled in recent years by local pres- 
sures to stop its farm operation, now con- 
centrates on pecans, hams and beef herd 
management. It offers discounts on quan- 
tity pecan orders before September 20. 

* *x * 

Latin America and the United Presby- 
terians, by W. Stanley Rycroft (25¢ 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations, UPUSA, 475 Riverside Dr., 
NYC 27), is a valuable 44-page booklet 
with an abundance of information com- 
piled by an authority. It will be used in 
connection with the mission study on 
Latin America. 

* * * 


SOMETIMES preachers preposterously 

quote Scripture only for the sake of 
Decency of Ornament: and it is not then 
regarded as the Word of God; but as the 
invention of men.—FRANCOIS DE FEN- 
LON. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—In relation to 
two newsworthy events of recent weeks 
we feel somewhat apologetic and are hop- 
ing, since our columns were under 
such great pressure as to compel us to 
pass over these reports, that our readers 
have found adequate treatment in the 
daily press. They are: (1) A series of 
Supreme Court decisions on Sunday laws, 
birth control, belief in God as a require- 
ment for public office, and (2) Pope 
John XXIII’s “Mater and Magistra” 
encyclical. The latter, according to na- 
tional headquarters, will be issued in 
pamphlet form this month. 


NOT WHAT HE SAID 


This theological rebellion (the ecu- 
menical movement) flies a banner in- 
scribed “a return to Biblical Christi- 
anity.” Its objective is, therefore, most 
commendable . . . (however) there are 
a handful of noisy, rash, immature 
spokesmen. They are as yet so busy de- 
molishing the old structures that no 
one knows precisely what they propose 
to erect—Dr. Duke K. McCall. (As 
reported in The Presbyterian Journal.) 








Inquiry at the office of Dr. McCall, 
president of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, as to the accuracy of the quo- 
tation (which had been widely available 
to the press in words that did not coin- 
cide with these) brought the statement 
that the insertion of the words, ‘‘ecu- 
menical movement,” not only makes the 
quotation incorrect but actually reverses 
the position that he was taking in his 
charge to the seminary graduates. In 
every paragraph of his address he made 
it clear that he was talking about a theo- 
logical rebellion among Southern Bap- 
tists. 
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Footnote to Philippians 4:14-23 


| CAN DO IT ALONE... BUT— 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE puts 

verse 14 of Philippians 4 as the last 
sentence in the paragraph, instead of 
verse 13, which ends the paragraph in 
the RSV. Paul, of course, knew nothing 
of chapters, verses and paragraphs. He 
probably dictated so fast that his ste- 
nographers could hardly have told you 
where one paragraph ended and another 
began. 

At all events, this new arrangement 
calls attention to a real connection be- 
tween verses 13 and 14. Verse 13 brings 
to an eloquent climax the famous passage 
on the secret of contentment, with the 
confident affirmation, “J have strength 
for anything through him who gives me 
power” (N.E.B.). Verse 14 is an anti- 
climax after that; but a necessary anti- 
climax, and offering food for thought. 
“But it was kind of you,” he goes on, 
“to share the burden of my troubles.” In 
verse 13 Paul is virtually proclaiming his 
independence of any human help; and 
in verse 14 he is thankful for the very 
help he has just implied he did not need. 
Let us look into this a little. 

1. First we have an example of Chris- 
tian self-reliance. The self-reliant atti- 
tude can be expressed in short words: “I 
can do it alone.” “I have strength for 
anything” is the way Paul expresses his 
confidence. We all admire self-reliant 
people. Doctors love them, for they never 
come around to waste the doctor’s time 
with long organ recitals. Ministers love 
them because they don’t complain if the 
minister’s calls are few. They do not 
come up every Friday with a new crop 
of doubts or a new tale of temptations. 
All of us like them because in emergen- 
cies they do not wait to be told what to 
do, they don’t have to be organized, they 
organize. They take the initiative, they 
can look after themselves. We lean on 
them and they don’t seem to need to lean 
on anybody. 

But wait—isn’t this sinful pride, brag- 
gadocio, conceited self-sufficiency? No, 
because Paul is not merely self-reliant— 
an attitude often resulting in contempt 
for weaker people. His is Christian self- 
reliance; he does lean—on the Everlast- 
ing Arms. His confidence is, after all, 
not in himself but in Jesus Christ. The 
effort is Paul’s; the strength is the Lord’s. 
This is a humble self-reliance, not an 
arrogant one. 

For all that, even Christian self-re- 
liance is independent too. What Paul 
can do, “in Christ,” is, in his own sweep- 
ing word, Everything. If Paul had ended 
his letter with the climax in verse 13, 
you may be sure that when the church at 
Philippi met to listen to his letter, some 
one would have risen to say, 
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“Fathers and brethren, it is quite clear 
that Brother Paul does not need our help. 
I might even say he does not show prop- 
er gratitude, but let that pass. All I say 
is, let’s send our next missionary barrel 
to Timothy or somebody else who can’t 
quite manage by himself. I’m glad Paul 
is independent and optimistic. I wish we 
had more like him. But it’s stupid of us 
to think he needs anything we can do 
for him.” 

Nobody said anything like that at 
Philippi; there was no need to. For in 
his letter Paul goes right on to add, just 
after he had said he can do “anything”— 
“but it was good of you to share the 
burden.” 

2. This suggests the limits of Christian 
self-reliance. Confidence in God and 
oneself as empowered by him is good, up 
to a point. That point, the stage where 
help can be welcomed by one who does 
not actually need it, has certain marks. 
Any one of these makes help, even for 
the strong and independent, a very good 
thing. 

It is time for the self-reliant to accept 
help when those who offer it are in turn 
helped by their own generosity. Paul had 
refused help at one time (though he ac- 
cepted it at others) from the Corinthian 
church, though so far as we know he 
never turned down an offer from Philip- 
pi. If one may venture a guess as to 
why this was, it may well have been 
that the Corinthians, living as they did 
in a great commercial city, had the notion 
that if they paid Paul’s salary or even 
expenses that would make him their hired 
man. Paul would never have stood for 
that. The Philippians, however, were 
more like friends on an equal footing. 
They were not “buying a controlling in- 
terest” by their gifts. If this diagnosis 
is correct, Paul stood on his independence 


at Corinth because giving him help would 
not help the Corinthians. From the Phi- 
lippians he would accept help, because 
giving it made the givers better Chris- 
tians. 

Further, it is time for the self-reliant 
to accept help when the help cements a 
friendship, as it did in this case. To have 
stood on his independence (as he did at 
Corinth) would have cooled the Philip- 
pians’ feeling toward him. 

The best reason for accepting their 
help, however, was that it let others share 
in the work of God. Paul was not merely 
cementing a friendship with friends, he 
was cementing their friendship with God 
himself. 

3. Modern illustrations are many, 
showing the limits of Christian self-re- 
liance. It may come out in small things. 
A mother who is quite capable of wiping 
the dishes or setting the table by herself 
welcomes the assistance of her little girls. 
The church choir can sing any hymn in 
the book better than the congregation 
can; but if they have true Christian 
charity they will lead the congregation 
and not substitute for them or drown 
them out. 

In larger matters the same principles 
hold true. A minister can probably do 
some of the things he persuades his elders 
to do better than they can. But the wise 
minister prefers to work with his people 
rather than by his lonesome self. An 
elder complained once about the minis- 
ter’s having asked another elder to lead 
in prayer. “That’s what we hire him to 
do,” he said, not realizing that persuad- 
ing that elder to lead in public prayer was 
one of the best things the minister could 
have done for him. 

A sufferer “in mind, body or estate” 
may have such Christian self-reliance 
that he could live right on even without 
a word of sympathy from anyone, carry- 
ing his troubles alone; but he accepts 
sympathy and help, even though not de- 
pendent on them, because as a Christian 
he knows that these friendly acts seal 
heart to heart. 
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Your will can help support 
World Missions 
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If you wish to make such a bequest, we recommend that you 
have your own lawyer draw your will or make any desired 
changes. We will be glad to send you our folder on wills, 


containing a suggested form of bequest. Just write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BRoaRD oF WORLD MiIsSsIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 






POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


, 


“To Foretgu Misstous a Share’ 





SPOTLIGHT 


South Carolina Presbytery again pro- 
vided for union services each Sunday 
night during July, attracting people from 
congregations all over the presbytery. In 
this second year of the plan, services were 
held at the presbytery’s Camp Fellowship 
near Greenwood. Preachers were John 
H. Leith, Union Seminary, Va.; Harry 
A. Fifield, First church, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia; A. Hoyt Miller, retired missionary 
to the Congo; Lawrence W. Bottoms, At- 
lanta, secretary of Presbyterian, U.S., 
Negro Work; W. McLeod Frampton, 


Orangeburg pastor. 








Covenant church, Charlotte, N. C., has 
gone beyond its $400,000 objective by 
more than $11,729. This is above the 
church’s $310,000 annual budget. Of the 
new money, it is allotting $112,500 to 
the General Assembly’s Capital Funds 
campaign for 1963; St. Andrews Pres- 
byterian College will receive the same 
amount. Mecklenburg Presbytery will be 
given $20,000 to purchase new church 
sites and the Chapel Hill, N. C., church 
will receive $13,000 to help rebuild the 
sanctuary which was lost by fire. Of the 
total, $142,000 will be spent on Covenant 
church, paying off the debt on the church 
buildings, but also re-allocating the 
$45,000 which had been designated in 
the budget for this purpose for the wider 
ministry of the church universal. No 
outside or professional help was used in 
raising the money. The campaign’s steer- 
ing committee began by pledging $125,- 
000 at the beginning of the effort. No 
more big drives are to be conducted until 
after 1963. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%, 12 insertions, 20%. 


WANTED 


MINISTER’S FAMILY of six desires fur- 

nished home in or near Richmond, Va. 
while attending Union Seminary, Septem- 
ber-January. No small children. Refer- 
ences furnished. Rev. J. D. Eppinga, 2443 
Oakwood Drive S. E., Grand Rapids 6, 
Michigan. 




















MONTREAT-ANDERSON 


Coeducational Junior College 
Fully accredited. An Affiliated Presby- 
terian College. Liberal Arts—Business 
Education—Terminal Courses; Music, 
Business and Church Secretary. Total 
Cost $855—Liberal Scholarships. 

Calvin Grier Davis, President 

Box 0, Montreat, N. C. 














MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational junior college 

In the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Fully ac 
credited. High standards. Small classea. Preparation for 
advanced academic work; specific vocational training. 

« Basic Liberal Arts « Voice « Piano 

e« Organ « Terminal Business Education 
| ree 1856. Dorms. Scholarships. Endowed. Bats 

4. 


John P. Montgomery, President 
Mitchell College, Statesville, North Carolina 
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Silas, Trustworthy Co-Worker 


BY ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for August 20, 1961 
Acts 15:22, 30-32, 39:41; 16:19-25; 1 Thess. 1:1, 1 Peter 5:12 


Most of us have heard the verse of the 
old hymn: 
“°’Tis the old-time religion... . 
It was good for Paul and Silas, 
And it’s good enough for me.” 
But who was Silas, and what was this 
old-time religion of which we sing? 


1. In a Time of Crisis 


We meet Silas first at a critical mo- 
ment in the life of the early church. A 
decision had to be made, and the whole 
future of the church was at stake. Was 
Christianity to remain a Jewish sect, or 
was it to be set free and allowed to be- 
come a truly world religion? There were 
those who held that to believe in Christ 
was not enough; one must in addition be 
circumcised, observe the Jewish dietary 
laws, indeed, the entire Mosaic law—in 
fact, become a Jew. However, at Anti- 
och, one of the largest cities in the 
Roman Empire, a church had emerged, 
including both Jews and Gentiles, where 
nothing was required but acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Paul 
and Barnabas had gone out as represen- 
tatives of this church, and planted 
churches on this model in Cyprus and 
in the Roman province of Galatia. 

The conservative wing in Jerusalem, 
generally termed Judaizers, became 
alarmed. Some of their number came to 
Antioch and informed the Gentile con- 
verts that they could not be saved, “un- 
less,” they said, “you are circumcised ac- 
cording to the custom of Moses” (Acts 
15:1). Paul and Barnabas, who had re- 
turned to Antioch after a successful mis- 
sionary tour, contended with them to no 
avail. It finally seemed good to the 
church in Antioch to refer the matter to 
the Mother Church in Jerusalem. All 
the apostles were there, along with the 
elders. 

After much debate, and apparently 
considerable dissension, Peter, still the 
dominant personality among the Twelve, 
arose and reminded the group that it 
was through faith in Jesus that all of 
them expected to be saved, and that 
nothing more should be required of Gen- 
tiles coming into the church. The con- 
gregation then quieted sufficiently for 
Paul and Barnabas to tell them how this 
gospel actually transformed lives on the 
mission field. James, the Lord’s brother, 
then proposed that Gentiles accepting 
Christ be requested only to refrain from 
such practices as would hinder table 
fellowship with believing Jews. This 
proposal received unanimous approval. 

“Then,” we read, “it seemed good to 
the apostles and the elders, with the 
whole church, to choose men from them 
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and send them to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas.” Why did it seem wise 
to send representatives of the church 
along with Paul and Barnabas? For one 
thing, because it was a very important 
decision which they had reached, one on 
which the future peace and progress of 
the church largely depended. Paul and 
Barnabas could report what the Jerusa- 
lem Council had agreed, but their words 
might be discounted as those of partisans. 
True, a formal letter had been drawn up 
for transmission, but the whole church 
felt that something more was needed. 
“We have therefore sent Judas and Silas 
who themselves will tell you the same 
things by word of mouth” (15:27). 
“The same things” by word of mouth 
would be more impressive than the writ- 
ten word alone. But that was not all. 
The letter itself had gone on to say, “For 
it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us to lay upon you no greater 
burden than these necessary things.” The 
council wanted the two factions in Anti- 
och to accept their decision as not only 
wise but as truly Christian, as coming 
indeed from the Holy Spirit whom Jesus 
had promised to send to guide them after 
his departure. How could this be ac- 
complished? Most effectively by men 
who had the gifts of persuasion, who 
could convince others because they them- 
selves had been convinced, men who 
could speak in the name of Christ and 
with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Apparently Judas and Silas were such 
men. Certainly they would not have been 
chosen to reinforce the message of the 
council unless they themselves were in 
agreement with that deliverance. And in 
15:32 we read, “Judas and Silas, who 
were themselves prophets, exhorted the 
brethren with many words and strength- 
ened them. And after they had spent 
some time, they were sent off in peace 
by the brethren to those who had sent 
them.” 

The word “prophet,” we recall, refers 
to one who speaks for God, not one who 
necessarily foretells the future. A proph- 
et is one who speaks God’s word on a 
particular occasion, not the smooth words 
which the average congregation would 
prefer to hear, but a word calling men 
to respond to God’s word to them in 
the current situation. So here we read, 
“Judas and Silas, who were themselves 
prophets, exhorted the brethren with 
many words. . . .” Exhorted them to 
do what? To live up to the decisions of 
the Jerusalem Council, we assume; ex- 
horted Jewish Christians to put aside 
their prejudices against Gentiles and to 
receive them as full members of the 


church; exhorted believing Gentiles, on 
the other hand to forego some of their 
rights as Christians that fellowship with 
their Jewish brethren might not be 
thwarted. The two prophets not only 
exhorted the brethren, they also “strength- 
ened them.” Strengthened them to do 
what they knew was right, regardless of 
the inevitable pressure to do otherwise. 

Congregations do not always listen to 
prophets who call them away from the 
comfortable status quo which all of us 
naturally prefer. But apparently the 
church of Antioch was one of the rare 
churches that was ready to respond to a 
prophet’s message. And so it was that 
after some time they were sent off in 
peace (15:34). 


Il. In World Mission 


Silas was one of “the leading men 
among the brethren” in Jerusalem (Acts 
15:22). It was the reputation which he 
had gained on the local scene that led to 
his choice as the Jerusalem Council’s 
representative in Antioch, so to interpret 
and justify the council’s action that the 
church in that city might continue to 
progress. It was his fidelity and success 
in this assignment which led to his still 
wider labors for the church. 

After some months, Paul proposed to 
Barnabas that they revisit the churches 
founded on their first missionary journey; 
Barnabas agreed on condition that John 
Mark accompany them; Paul felt that 
the young man who had failed them on 
the previous trip was too unreliable for 
so important a mission. Sharp words 
passed between the two apostles; and in 
the end Barnabas took Mark and sailed 
for Cyprus and Paul chose Silas, as the 
man best qualified and available, and 
went overland to Galatia, continuing 
west into Europe, where he planted 
churches in Macedonia and Greece. 

We sometimes speak of Paul and his 
missionary labors as though single- 
handedly he carried the gospel into the 
great centers of Roman civilization. Ac- 
tually Paul leaned heavily on his co- 
laborers. He was the dominant personali- 
ty, there can be no doubt of that. None- 
theless he could not have done what he 
did alone. On the first missionary 
journey it was Paul and Barnabas; on 
the second missionary journey it was 
Paul and Silas; later still it was Paul 
and Timothy—with numerous other fig- 
ures flitting in and out. Fortunately there 
were men then as now who are willing to 
serve cheerfully in the second rank—a 
big test. Particularly when one has oc- 
cupied a position of prominence in a 
smaller realm. In the church at Jerusa- 
lem Silas had been one of the leading 
men; now that he has passed into the 
larger service of the church he is cast 
into what might be called a supporting 
role. But important none the less. 

Silas had qualifications that enabled 
him to be of great assistance to Paul. To 
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begin with, he was a Roman citizen 
(Acts 16:37), like Paul himself, which 
would be of help in time of trouble. Also 
he was a man who enjoyed the confidence 
of the Mother Church on the one hand, 
and on the other was in sympathy with 
the progress of the Gentile mission—one 
who believed that peoples who were 
estranged, who held themselves apart on 
other grounds, could become one in Jesus 
Christ, a “prophet” who would deliver 
faithfully the word of God given unto 
him, and leave a church—at least the 
element who would listen to a prophet in 
their midst—strengthened in the Lord 
(Acts 15:32-3). 

The account of Paul’s second journey 
recorded in Acts makes it clear that 
Paul had chosen wisely. Silas did not 
leave Paul to face alone the inevitable 
opposition that arose—he stood beside 
him, even when it would have been 
quite easy to retire to the side lines. “If 
only Paul had been a little more tactful,” 
a lesser (and more cowardly) man might 
have said, “this difficulty could have been 
avoided. And why should I become in- 
volved?” But that was not Silas’ way. 
So it was that “they seized Paul and 
Silas’ in Philippi and dragged them 
both into the market place (Acts 16: 
19ff). Both men were beaten and thrust 
into the inner prison, being treated as 
criminals of no common kind. “Mere 
thieves or ruffians would have enjoyed 
the comparative freedom of the outer 
jail, but Paul and Silas had offended 
the prejudices of a whole city, and must 
be kept like murderers in the dark re- 
cesses of the inner cell” (Hastings). 
Paul did not sing alone that night. He 
and Silas were praying and singing to- 
gether, we read, and the prisoners were 
listening to the two of them when the 
earthquake came that loosed their bonds 
and led to the conversion of the Philip- 
pian jailer. And it was not only Paul 
that spoke the word of the Lord to the 
jailer and his household that night—‘Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus and you will be 
saved”—but Paul and Silas (16:29-34). 

In Thessalonica, the very next town, 
there was another riot. I wonder, in- 
cidentally, if there were nice people, liv- 
ing comfortably, who held Paul and 
Silas responsible for such mob action, 
who accused them of deliberately inciting 
the riots—for the sake of publicity, per- 
haps, who said, “After all they knew 
they’ were not wanted, they knew there 
would be violence if they came; they 
got therefore what they deserved; of 
course they had a legal right to be in 
Thessalonica, but you can’t push these 
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things too rapidly, not when the people 
feel as strongly as they do. Probably the 
Communists are back of it.” Yes, that is 
approximately what they did say. “These 
men who have turned the world upside 
down have come here also,” they cried; 
“they are... acting against the decree 
of Caesar, saying that there is another 
king, Jesus.” And the people and the 
city authorities were disturbed. So the 
authorities took action, not to restrain 
the mobs, curiously enough, but to pre- 
vent these outsiders who had upset their 
city from further arousing the ire of the 
populace (Acts 17:1-9). 

Under the circumstances there was 
nothing to do but to slip Paul and Silas 
out of the city under cover of darkness. 
So they came to Beroea. Here the two 
men labored until the situation once 
again became threatening. On this oc- 
casion Paul went on alone; Silas and 
Timothy remained behind, knowing well 
the danger of the situation, but working 
quietly to strengthen the church, so that 
it might be able to stand alone, whatever 
difficulties might arise. 

In Athens Paul was alone, but Silas 
and Timothy rejoined him in Corinth 
(18:5). Encouraged by their presence 
Paul now spoke out more vigorously. The 
result was that the leaders of the syna- 
gogue opposed and reviled him, and 
Paul, as usual, turned to the Gentiles, 
until at last came the inevitable riot, 
stirred up by Paul’s enemies. Here, how- 
ever, Was a magistrate, honorable enough 
and with enough of the Roman sense 
of justice, to protect disturbing figures in 
their rights. So the usual mob action did 
not materialize, and Paul (and Silas) 
stayed many days longer. 

While the three men (Paul, Silas and 
Luke) were in Corinth, Paul wrote a let- 
ter to the church in Thessalonica. A 
persecution had broken out against the 
church after the apostles’ departure, and 
Paul had sent Luke to look into the sit- 
uation (I Thess. 3:1-6). When Luke 
returned with information that the 
church was standing firm Paul wrote to 
express his gratitude to God, and also to 
urge them to continue to grow in their 
Christian faith. When an item in this 
letter regarding the return of Christ was 
misunderstood he wrote again to correct 
the misapprehension—his second letter 
to the Thessalonians. In both of these 
letters he associates with himself Silas 
(Silvanus is the Roman form of the 
Jewish Silas) and Timothy. He does 
so partly as a tribute to his two associates, 
but partly also because Silas and Tim- 
othy, associated with him in the send- 
ing of the letter, strengthened its mes- 
These two men had approved 
themselves to the members of the church 
at Thessalonica. Their signatures to the 
letter gave it added weight. The Holy 
Spirit spoke and still speaks through 
Paul’s great letters. But men in whose 
lives the fruit of the spirit is manifest 


sage. 


open men’s hearts to the Spirit, who 
speaks only when men are willing to 
listen. So when later still Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians (toward the end of his 
third missionary journey) he once more 
reminded those to whom he wrote that 
Silas, Timothy and he had preached 
among them a common gospel: 

“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom 
we preached among you, Silvanus and 
Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but 
in him it is always Yes. For all the 
promises of God find their Yes in him. 
That is why we utter the Amen through 
him, to the glory of God. But it is God 
who establishes us with you in Christ, 
and has commissioned us; he has put his 
seal upon us and given us his Spirit in 
our hearts as a guarantee.” (2 Corinthians 
1:19-22) 

Silas’ labors with Paul seem to have 
ended after his completion of the second 
missionary journey. When we next meet 
him he is with Peter—in Rome. At the 
conclusion of his letter to churches in 
various parts of Asia Minor, Peter adds, 
“By Silvanus (or Silas), a faithful 
brother as I regard him, I have written 
briefly to you, exhorting and declaring 
that this is the true grace of God; stand 
fast in it.” Evidently Silas had been 
with Peter for some time; the great apos- 
tle sees that a storm of persecution is 
about to break over the infant church; he 
writes by the hand of Silas, exhorting 
the church to stand firm. Some scholars 
have wondered how Peter with his Jew- 
ish background could have written such 
excellent Greek as is found in this letter. 
They conclude that while he was chiefly 
responsible for the content, Silas, a Ro- 
man citizen and presumably a man of 
culture, is responsible for its literary 
grace. 

What then, is our final estimate of 
Silas? Dr. Holmes Rolston reminds us 
that 





*,.. he identified himself aggressively 
with the missionary wing of the church. 
He stood for a non-segregated church in 
the midst of the class divisions of the 
ancient world. When Paul and Silas came 
to Thessalonica, it was said of them, 
‘These that have turned the world upside 
down are come hither also.’ Silas in his 
own time was identified with a revolu- 
tionary faith which was turning upside 
down all the accepted values of the ancient 
world. He was a crusading representative 
of this faith who was pushing on from 
city to city to plant cells of Christian be- 
lievers in all the cities of the Roman 
Empire. He was willing to suffer any 
hardship and if necessary to risk his life 
to be loyal to his Lord. He was a chosen 
messenger—first of the apostles at Jerusa- 
lem, and then of Paul, and later of Peter. 
The apostles knew that they could depend 
on him not to fail them. Their final word 
concerning him was that he was counted 
a faithful brother.” ( Personalities around 
Paul, John Knox Press). 

And what better encomium could any- 
one wish? 

“Tis the old time religion. ... 

It was good for Paul and Silas, 

And it’s good enough for me.” 
Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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Lydia, Christian Business Woman 


A Dialogue, prepared by ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for August 27, 1961 
Acts 16:11-15, 35-40 


Many centuries ago, Augustine, who 
had sought peace in various other direc- 
tions before he gave his heart to Jesus 
Christ, said, “Thou hast made us for thy- 
self, O God, and our souls cannot rest 
until they find their rest in thee.” Many 
in every century have had the same ex- 
perience. One of these in Bible times was 
Lydia, a business woman whom Paul met 
in the city of Philippi. 

Perhaps you should explain first how 
Paul came to be in Philippi. 

The story is told in Acts, chapter 16. 
In the closing paragraph of chapter 15 
we read how Paul set out on his second 
missionary journey, with Silas in the 
place of Barnabas, and Timothy, added 
shortly, in the place of John Mark. Paul 
first revisited the churches which he had 
founded on his earlier missionary jour- 
ney. He then planned to go into the 
province of Asia, which was just beyond 
Galatia and was the westernmost province 
of what we now call Asia Minor. It was 
the most populous province of the Roman 
Empire, and one of the wealthiest. If 
the gospel could be planted there it would 
radiate throughout the whole of that part 
of the East. But Luke tells us that he 
was forbidden to speak the Word in this 
province. Paul attempted then to go 
into the province of Bithynia, north of 
Galatia and south of the Black sea. But 
Luke says, “The Spirit of Jesus” did not 
allow them. 

We had better stop there for a moment. 
How did the Holy Spirit forbid Paul to 
speak in Asia, and what does Luke mean 
when he says, “The Spirit of Jesus did 
not allow them’ ? 

It may be that one of Paul’s company 
spoke under the influence of the Spirit; 
it may be that God’s message came direct- 
ly to Paul as he pondered over the situ- 
ation in Asia Minor; it may be that he 
was providentially hindered, as we 
should say, by circumstances which he 
could not control. Perhaps he did not 
recognize that it was the Holy Spirit who 
spoke to him, the Spirit of Jesus which 
prevented him, until later events threw 
their light on the situation. Perhaps, in 
telling the story to Luke in later years, 
Paul said, “I did not know what to 
think. It was very difficult to under- 
stand. I had my heart set on going into 
Asia. It seemed the logical thing to do. 
But as I look back upon it I can see that 
it was God who shut the door to Asia, it 
was he who shut the door into Bithynia, 
in order that we might take the gospel 
into Europe. 

That sounds as if it might be a chapter 
out of a man’s experience in the 20th 
century rather than the first. 
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The experience is repeated in every 
century. Like Paul, it may be, we do 
not recognize until long afterward that 
God closed the ways of our own choosing 
that we might find the way he has chosen 
for us. 

We all remember the rest of the story. 
How Paul finally saw the man from 
Macedonia, who said, “Come over and 
help us.” 

And Paul, sure now that he was on the 
right path, moved from Asia into Europe. 

Do you suppose Paul felt that that 
was a particularly significant move? 

He probably did not realize how mo- 
mentous his decision was. Nonetheless, 
if he had gone first to Asia, as he had 
planned, and then to Bithynia, and then 
as seems most likely from his attempted 
movements, back toward the East, the 
source of the world’s earliest civilization, 
rather than into Europe, occupied then 
largely by barbaric tribes of little ap- 
parent promise, the whole history of civ- 
ilization might have been different. 

But what about Lydia? This discus- 
sion is supposed to be about her. 

We note, to begin with, that she was 
Paul’s first convert on European soil. 

That would be interesting to some. 
What else? 

She was a business woman. 

There is nothing unusual about that. 

Not in our day. But in Paul’s day it 
was most unusual for a woman to go into 
business. And the fact that she was not 
only a business woman, but evidently a 
very successful business woman indicates 
that she was a very unusual woman in- 
deed. 

What was her business? 

The KJv says that she was a seller of 
purple; the rsv translates a seller of 
purple goods. She came, Luke tells us, 
from Thyatira, a city in the province of 
Asia that was famed for its purple dyes. 
Lydia sold these dyes, or else cloth which 
had passed through the dyeing process in 
the bustling city of Philippi. 

But how could a woman become 
wealthy by selling purple dyes or purple 
goods? 

Purple was a favorite color in the 
ancient world, and included shades rang- 
ing all the way from rose red to sea green 
or blue. The dye which yielded this color 
was procured from a species of shell fish, 
and those from Thyatira produced the 
brightest and most permanent hues. It 
was costly because only a drop of it was 
secured from a small vessel in the throat 
of each shell fish. This was the genuine 
article; a cheaper grade was secured by 
crushing the fish. Dyeing was the chief 
industry of the Lydian land. Purple 


cloth of all kinds would be in high de- 
mand in Philippi, which Luke reminds 
us was a Roman colony. It formed the 
trimming of the white Roman toga, as 
well as of the tunic; the rich wore 
purple; prominent ladies loved the royal 
color; rugs and tapestries contained much 
rich purple; all of this was in addition 
to its use by officials for state robes, and 
by the rulers and their courts. 

You might say then that Lydia was 
the owner of a high-price specialty shop. 

Exactly; and the fact that she was a 
seller of purple, the owner of a luxury 
shop, frequented only by the rich, the 
fact that she was the head of a large 
household, and was able to entertain Paul 
and his party, including Luke and Silas 
and Timothy, and perhaps others, for an 
indefinite period indicates that she was 
a woman of consideratble wealth. 

Was she a Jew or a Gentile? 

Luke tells us that she was a worship- 
per of God. This is a technical phrase in 
the New Testament, and indicates that 
she was a Gentile who attended the 
synagogue, and worshipped the God who 
had revealed himself through Moses, but 
who had not yet identified herself with 
the Jewish people, accepting the Jewish 
dietary laws and the like. 

Was this a common thing in New 
Testament times? 


Almost every synagogue attracted some 
of these God-fearing Gentiles, men and 
women who wanted something better 
than the pagan world had to offer. We 
might note, however, that the Jews were 
scorned in Philippi, as they were un- 
fortunately in some other cities of the 
Roman Empire, and we know from secu- 
lar history that this very year they had 
been expelled from Rome, which means 
that there would be more prejudice than 
usual in Philippi, which prided itself 
in being a Roman colony. In Philippi, 
too, the Jews were so few and so poor 
that they could not even afford a syna- 
gogue, but were accustomed to worship 
out of doors, by the river side. The fact 
that Lydia, a well-to-do business woman, 
was accustomed to worship with this little 
group of despised and poverty-stricken 
people, suggests that there was in her 
heart a hunger that her business. would 
not satisfy, that her wealth could not 
satisfy, that her friends could not satisfy, 
that nothing could satisfy until she had 
learned to know God through Jesus 
Christ. 

There are people like that today. 

More than we sometimes realize. They 
are good, it may be, as the world counts 
goodness; they are successful, it may be, 
as the world counts success. But they 
are not really happy, not yet fully satis- 
fied. Like Augustine, we recall again, 
“Thou hast made us for thyself, O God, 
and our souls cannot rest until they find 
their rest in thee.” 


As I recall the story, it was a man 
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from Macedonia who appeared to Paul 
and said, Come over and help us. It 
looks as if the man turned out to be a 
woman. 

I have sometimes wondered about that. 
If there had been as many as ten male 
worshippers in the city there would have 
been a synagogue. Where there were so 
few families that a synagogue could not 
be maintained the place of worship, gen- 
erally out of doors, was called technical- 
ly a place of prayer. Here in Philippi, it 
seems that there were only women who 
were sufficiently interested to come. Paul 
had been brought up as a rabbi, and the 
rabbis did not deign to teach the law to 
women. In his vision, as you noted, there 
had appeared a man from Macedonia, 
who said “Come over and help us.’”’ The 
vision suggested opportunity and need. 
Paul came over and found no reception 
committee, no men at all, but only a little 
handful of women, praying by the river 
side. 

The reality generally falls short of our 
dreams. Do you suppose Paul felt let 
down? 

Maybe so; but there is no indication of 
it; and I am inclined to doubt it. Paul 
was accustomed to meeting situations as 
they arose; and besides he had learned 
that in Christ there is neither male nor 
female. ‘We sat down,” Luke recalled, 
“and spoke to the women who had come 
together.” One of the women (apparent- 
ly only one) believed the word that was 
spoken. It was Lydia. 

Why Lydia, I wonder? 
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Luke says, “The Lord opened her 
heart to give heed to what was said by 
Paul.” The act of faith is always a 
response, a response to God’s approach 
to us, an approach which may come of 
course in many different ways. It is 
important to note, however, that Lydia 
did her part both before and after the 
Lord’s action. He would not have opened 
her heart if she had not been worship- 
ping on the Lord’s day with her fellow- 
believers. And it would have come to 
nought if she had not paid heed to what 
Paul said, and acted promptly and de- 
cisively on the truth which became known 
to her. It would seem that she was bap- 
tized immediately, together with her 
household. 

Do you suppose there were any chil- 
dren in the household? 

That is a disputed question. Baptists 
are sure that there were none. Presby- 
terians and most other bodies think that 
unlikely. Luke doesn’t bother to tell us. 
He simply says that when Lydia was 
baptized, with her household, she be- 
sought us saying, “If you have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come to 
my house and stay.” And she prevailed 
upon us. 

That sounds as though Paul hesitated 
to accept her invitation. 

He thought it was an imposition. To 
entertain four men for an indefinite stay 
might become quite a burden. But Lydia 
with characteristic feminine tact made it 
seem as though it were a favor to her. 
“If you have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord,” she said, “come to my house 
and stay.” And so she finally overruled 
all their objections. 

How long did the four men stay in 
Lydia’s home? 

Approximately six months, it is esti- 
mated. 


What brought the visit to an end? 


The story is told in Acts 16. Paul and 
Silas were accused of being revolution- 
aries; some today might call them com- 
munists. The people turned against 
them. The judges were swept off their 
feet by the storm of popular feeling. 
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Without hearing any evidence, or allow- 
ing any defense, Paul and Silas were 
scourged and cast into prison. The next 
morning the judges realized that they 
had acted hastily, and ordered that the 
two men be released. They returned im- 
mediately, we read, to the home of Lydia. 

Lydia was a business woman and de- 
pended, therefore on the goodwill of her 
fellow-townsmen. Wasn’t she taking a 
big chance in standing by Paul and 
Silas? In permitting them to return to 
her home? 

I imagine that she was, and I have an 
idea that some of her friends warned her 
that she would do well to disassociate 
herself from men against whom so many 
wild charges had been made. But Lydia 
was a business woman who thought that 
there were some things more important 
than profits. Paul and Silas, however, 
recognized that they could accomplish 
more now in another town, and left 
shortly thereafter for Thessalonica. 

Do we hear anything more about 
Lydia? 

Only indirectly. The Christians in 
Philippi continued to follow Paul with 
their prayers and to assist him from time 
to time with their gifts. Lydia, we can be 
sure, was the leading spirit and the most 
generous contributor. Twice in Thessa- 
lonica this little group offered him ma- 
terial support, and Paul accepted their 
gifts though it was against his general 
policy to do so. Their kindness was 
repeated after Paul left Macedonia for 
Greece, and again when he was a 
prisoner in Rome. Lydia was also 
probably the “true yokefellow” that Paul 
counted on to settle the difficulty that had 
arisen between two women in the church 
at Philippi. The reference here is 
Philippians 4:2-3. 

Lydia seems to have been quite a 
woman. 

She wasn’t the only one in Bible times, 
or in the years of persecution that fol- 
lowed. ‘What women these Christians 
have!” a pagan observer of the early 
church was led to exclaim. And a con- 
temporary observer could add, ‘What 
women they still have!” 
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Current book club selections include: 

PasToRAL PsycHotocy (Aug.): 
Christ and Selfhood, Wayne Oates, As- 
sociation Press. 

Putpir (Aug.): How the World Be- 
gan, Helmut Thielicke, Muhlenberg 
Press. 

Re.icious (Aug.): Christian Nuture 
and the Church, Randolph Crump Miller, 
Scribner’s. 

* * * 


The World Council study book for the 
New Delhi Assembly is setting something 
of a best-seller record, with more than 
500,000 copies in 33 languages sold to 
date. By the time the Assembly opens 
Nov. 18 the total may rise to one million. 
Under the title, Jesus Christ—the Light 
of the World, it is being widely used for 
individual and group study, with this 
reaching a peak next fell. 


* *K * 


TOWARD A MATURE FAITH. By Erwin 
R. Goodenough. Yale University Press, New 
Haven. 180 pp., $1.25. 

A proper subtitle for this book might 
well read: How to be a Christian with- 
out really being one. The author seems 
bent upon supplying some hope for those 
who cannot believe but would like to. 
His answer is that if a man is willing to 
dream dreams, he can have faith, hope, 
and love by pretending that Christianity 
is true. Such is, to be sure, an entertain- 
ing notion; but it may be noticed that 
such games of pretending are a curious 
definition of maturity. Better a tough 
honesty than such a fanciful faith! 

Joun E. Burkwarr. 
McCormick Theological Seminary. 


LET GOD IN. By Lenn Lerner Latham. 
Prentice-Hall Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 
176 pp. $3.50. 


This book consists of a series of les- 
sons and reflections based upon thirty 
years of active and varied experience in 
the Christian ministry. Latham, minister 
of the Presbyterian Church in Caro, 
Michigan, writes in an interesting and 
inspirational vein and in the course of 
ten chapters indicates how Christian prin- 
ciples can become determinative within 
the problems and patterns of contem- 
porary living. Preachers will find here 
much illustrative material that is fresh, 
while thoughtful laymen will be given 
new insight into the richness of a min- 
ister’s daily experience and the far-reach- 
ing demands that are laid upon his en- 
ergies and time. Some parts of this book 
may well be dubbed as Peale-ism, but 
generally one senses a strong undercur- 
rent of New Testament flavor and em- 
phasis. 

DoNALD MACLEOD. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Biblical Archaeologist Reader. 
Edited by G. Ernest Wright & David N. 
Freedman. Doubleday & Co., N. Y. $1.45, 
paper. 

An American Dialogue. Robert McAfee 
Brown & Gustave Weigel. Doubleday & 
Co., N. Y. 95¢, paper. 

Practical Study Methods for Student & 
Pastor. Donald F. Rossin & Palmer 
Ruschke. Donald F. Rossin Co., Inc., Min- 
neapolis, Minn. $5. 

China Doctor. Raymond S. Moore. Har- 
per & Bros., N. Y. $3.95. 

Deliverance to the Captives. Karl Barth. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3. 


Reinhold Niebuhr. Edited by Chas. W. 
Kegley & Robt. W. Bretall Macmillan 
Co., N. Y. $1.95, paper. 

The Gospels. J. B. Phillips. Macmillan 
Co., N. Y. $1.25, paper. 

Conversation with God. H. A. Hamilton. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. $1.75. 

The Life of Christian Devotion. William 
Law. Mary Cooper Robb, editor. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville, Tenn. $3. 

Resources for Worship. Clarice M. Bow- 
man. Association Press, N. Y. $4.95. 

Bible Weeks. E. H. Robertson. Associa- 
tion Press, N. Y. $1.25, paper. 

Recovery of Confidence. E. H. Robert- 
son. Association Press, N. Y. $1, paper. 

All Ye Who Labor. Wade H. Boggs, Jr. 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. $2.50, 
paper. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


Presbyterian, U. S. 

M. Douglas Harper, Jr., Huntsville, 
Texas, will become pastor of St. An- 
drew’s church, Houston, Texas, Sept. 1. 

Ross B. Kirven from Durham, N., C., to 
9 Wynona St., Fort Smith, Ark. 

Robert A. Dobbins, Jr., from Elberton, 
Ga., to the Purity church, 135 Wylie St., 
Chester, S. C., Aug. 25. 

Woodson P. Booth from Sanford, N. C., 
to the Parkton, N, C., church. 

Dan F. Goodwin, Jr., from Midland, 
Texas, to the Broadmoor church, 220 Ro- 
ma Dr., Shreveport, La. 

Paul Sneligrove, formerly of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church, now serves 
the Tensas First, or Newellton, La., 
Union church. 

John C. Bailey, honorably retired, from 
Summerton, S. C., to Box 1247, Hender- 
sonville, N. C. 

William M. Plonk from Greensboro, N. 
C., to Fairhaven Dr., Skyview Terrace, 
Columbia, S. C., Aug. 15. 

Calvin Thielman from New College, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, to Heaton Cottage, 
Montreat, N. C., temporarily. 

Fred W. Hoffman, honorably 
from Fountain City, Tenn., 
Vista Grove Homes, 2889 
St., Pasadena, Calif. 

Albert L. Vreeland, Montgomery, Ala., 
has been divested of the office of the 
ministry without censure. 

Samuel L. Rochester from Bryson City, 
Tenn., to the Campbellsville, Ky., church. 

John D. Page, Jr., from Portsmouth, 
Va., to the Burnt and Sunnyside church- 
es, Route 2, Winchester, Va. 

William F. Henning, Jr., from Fort 
Worth, Texas, to resident minister, Box 
249, Yosemite National Park, Calif. 

Joseph H. Armfield from Woodleaf, N. 
C., to the Friendship church, Black Moun- 
tain, N. C. 

Taft A. Franklin from Bluff City, Tenn., 
to the Mt. Carmel church Rt. 1, Box 6, 
Rose Hill, Va. 

E. H. Denman, Sr., from Stamps, Ark., 
to the Paris, Ark., and Charleston church- 
es. 

John H. Knight from Smyrna, Ga., to 
the First church, Opelika, Ala. 

R. W. Cousar, Jr., from Charlotte, N. C., 
to 507 Holly Lane, Brandon, Fla., where 
he is leading in the organization of a new 
church. 

Franklin G. Senger (former UPUSA) of 
Greenville, S. C., now serves the Moore 
Memorial church, Wellford, S. C. 

Howard D. Cameron, former missionary 
to the Congo, has become pastor of the 
First church, Gadsden, Ala. 

Andrew H. Bullard from Jackson, Miss., 
to the Hayneville, Ala., group of churches. 

T. W. Horton, Jr., Mt. Pleasant, S. C., 
will become executive secretary of 
Charleston (S. C.) Presbytery in Septem- 
ber. 

Ben L. Collins from Woodruff, S. C., to 
Rt. 6, Box 110, Jacksonville 7, Fla., where 
he is leading in the organization of a 
new church. 

Ben H. Bateman from Pine Buff, Ark., 
to the Cleburne Avenue church, West 
Helena, Ark. 

The address of John M. Reagan, Jr., is 
now 420-1 Minami-Komatsubara, Niihama- 
Shi, Ehime-Ken, Japan. 

Walter Ward White from Onancock, 
Va., to the Summersville, W. Va., church. 
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retired, 
to Monte 
San Pasqual 


S. Hugh Bradley is resigning as field 
secretary of the Board of World Missions 
and will become professor of Bible at 
King College this fall. 

Ben R. Lacy, Jr., from Hampden-Syd- 
ney, Va, to 3504 Chamberlayne Ave., 
Richmond 27, Va. 

Correction: Herbert L. Laws is at Tir- 
zah (L) church, Rt. 2, Waxhaw, N. C.; 
John G. Viser serves the Wildwood, N. C., 
church—both a few miles from earlier 
reports. 

Carroll R. Stegall of Black Mountain, 
N. C., has taken an assignment, super- 
vising relief and rehabilitation in Bak- 
wanga for the Congo Protestant Relief 
Agency. He was formerly a missionary 
to the Congo. 

J. H. White from Itta Bena, Miss., to 
the First church, Natchez, Miss. 

George H. Smith, formerly of East 
Point, Ga., is now associate secretary of 
Atlanta Presbytery in the area of church 
extension: 341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., 
N. E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 

J. Don Skinner from Burlington, N. C., 
to the Jacksonville, N. C., church. 

Herbert A. Miller from St. Louis Mo., 
to the First church, 10 E, Chase St., Pen- 
sacola, Fla., Sept. 1. 

David H. Coblentz from Clover, S. C., 
to the Jamestown church, Williamsburg, 
Va., Sept. 1. 

John T. Newton, Jr., has resigned as 
pastor of the Cave Spring and Miller 
churches, Rome, Ga., in order to take 
graduate work at Emory University. 

C. D. Brearley from Myrtle Beach, S. C., 
to the Bethune S. C., church, Sept. 1. 

D. F. Waddell from Jonesboro, Tenn., 
to Box 2659, ETSC, Johnson City, Tenn. 

H. Grady James from Hugo, Okla., to 
207 S. McKenna St., Poteau, Okla. 

Francis Holt from Bowie, Texas, to the 
Seagraves, Texas, church, 

Harry B. Wood from Fordyce, Ark., to 
Amarillo, Texas, where he is to lead in 
organizing a new church. 


United Presbyterian, USA 

William D. Millen from Nampa, Idaho, 
to 1416 Maple St., Caldwell, Idaho. 

Lawrence H. Richards and family, Tren- 
ton, N. J., will leave Aug. 16 for the 
3aghdad High School (American School 
for Girls), Mansoor City, Baghdad, Iraq, 
where they will become part of the 
United Mission in Iraq. 

Robert A. Remington from Overland 
Park, Kans., to Apartado 2470, San Jose, 
Costa Rica, C. A. 

William T. Jones from Chicago, II11., to 
379 Hill Ave., Elmhurst, Ill. 

Louis P. Sheldon from Grand Forks, 
N. Dak., to the Federated Church, Park 
River, N. Dak. 

William F. Skinner from Downington, 
Pa., to 1107 Dyre St., Philadelphia 24, Pa. 

Carl W. Herrick from FPO, New York, 
to Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla. 

John A. Dick from Fairchild AFB, 
Washington, to the graduate school, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisc. 

James K. Stewart is retiring after serv- 
ing for more than 34 years as pastor of 
the Beverley Vista Community church, 
3everley Hills, Calif. 

Thomas |. Nalbach from Van Nuys, 
Calif., to Fallbrook, Calif., where he is 
leading in organizing a new congregation. 

Edward M. Cadigan has resigned as 
pastor of the Fullerton, Calif., church for 
reasons of health. 

Cyrus B. McCown from Montebello, 
Calif., to assistant pastor of the East 
Whittier, Calif., church. 

Joseph M. Broadley, formerly of Solana 
Beach, Calif., is organizing a new con- 


gregation in the Muirlands area near La 
Jolla, Calif. 

Francis A. Rhoads, formerly of Wil 
mington, Calif., is becoming minister of 
Emmanuel church, Long Beach, Calif. 

Marvin L, Jacobs from Los Angeles, 
Calif., to assistant pastor of the Lake 
Avenue Congregational Church, Pasade 
na, Calif. 

Joseph E. Kropff from Oxnard, Calif., to 
Trinity church, North Hollywood, Calif, 

L. David Cowie from Seattle, Wash., to 
the Brentwood, Calif., church. 

Owen C. Onsum from Fresno, Calif., to 
the Vermont Avenue church, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 

John J. Skelly from Northridge, Calif, 
to the Port Hueneme, Calif., Community 
church. 

Harry E. Chase from Long Beach, 
Calif., to the First church, Englewood, 
N. J. 

Robert M. McLaren from Houston, Tex- 
as, to pastor of the First church, Fuller 
ton, Calif, 

John L. Silvius from Berkeley, Calif, 
to assistant pastor St. Luke’s church, 
Rolling Hills, Calif. 

C. Richard Mitchell of Portland, Ore, 
has been called to the First church, Up 
land, Calif. 

Richard H. Hetz from Baldwin Park, 
Calif., to the Silverlake church, Los An 
geles, Calif. 

M. W. Elftmann from Metropolis, Il, 
to Westminster church, Washington, Ind, 
Sept. 1. 

Frederic G. Appleton of San Gabriel, 
Calif., a former missionary to the Philip 
pines, is to become pastor of the Silliman 
University church, Dumaguette, Philip 
pine Islands, this fall. 

Alan W. Carlsten, who has been as- 
sistant professor of religion at Dartmouth 
College, will be the chaplain of Florida 
Presbyterian College. 

Lewis W. Hanson from Winfred, S. D., 
to South Bay Christian School, 5922 Pa 
cific Coast Highway, Redondo Beach, 
Calif. 

William H. Sugden will retire Sept. 1 
after 35 years as pastor of Westminster 
church, Wilkes Barre, Pa. He has been 
named pastor emeritus. 

Johnstone D. Patrick, Sayre, Pa., has 
been called to the Crafton, Pa., First 
church. 


DEATHS 

Chester Alexander, 62, of the First 
church, Burlington, N. C., since 1942, and 
moderator of the Synod of North Caro 
lina last year, died of a heart attack July 
16. The attack occurred just as he had 
finished shaking hands with members of 
the congregation following a second com- 
munion service. 


ALBANY CANDIDATE 

Robert K. Hudnut, 27, assistant minis 
ter of Westminster church, Albany, N. Y, 
has been granted a leave of absence with- 
out pay and has won the support of the 
Republican Party and the Citizens United 
Reform Effort (CURE) to run for mayor 
of Albany, N. Y., against Democratic 
Mayor Erastus Corning, 2d, next fall. The 
Democratic organization has been in pow 
er for 40 years. 


TO BE MARRIED 

Margaret Barks, director of Christian 
education, First church of Mexico, Mo. 
and France McK. Guthrie, Palmyra, Mo, 
are to be married August 19. They will 
live in Richmond, Va., where Mr. Guthrie 
will be a graduate student at Union Sem- 
inary. 
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